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MEMORANDUM FOR: Chairman, Interacency Intellicence Committee on
Terrorism
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Chief, Terrorism RBranch

Translation and Processing of Foreign Languacse
Documents on Internaticnal Terrorism 25X1
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ce 1., Background. This memorandum conteins &

ssessment of the value to the Intelligence Cecmmu
c0ﬂponents of the FBIS progream to transleste and d
foreign language terrcrism documents.’' This memor
identifies related issues recuiring further IICT a
unédersigned was requested to undertake this survey
Chairman at the IICT meeting on z6 August 1822.
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2. To date, FBIS has translated and cdisseminated 14
in the series  Worldwide. Report, Terrorism. IICT member agen
were .asked to provide informal evaluations of the overzll
of the program and to identify those documents of high i
and of no interest. The Office of Security/Threat Analy51s
Group/Department of State, which initially provided most ¢f :the
foreign languzge documents for translation, and the Terrorism
Branch/Central Intelligence Agency responded with detziled
evaluaticns; The Defense Intelligence Acencv, U.S. Secret
Service and Army Intelligence Command also responced.
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3. Discussion. The respondents believed the FBIS progra=
to have positive value and favored its continuation. Evaluations
of translations ranged from moderately useful to of hicgh interest
and great value. The respondents were acreed¢ that, at z minimum,
the translations were valuable background for terrorism
analysts; State, CIA and Army believed translated documents
often *ncluded unique and valuable Dr*mary sonrce mate*ial

half useful and half of little to no value.
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